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SUMMARY: { (Enter concise remmary of report, Give significance in final one-sentence puragrap, Ltt inclorures af lower left, Beyin tert of report on AP Jorm 112—Part 1/1) 


SUBJSCT: #LYOCaXPT 


Ia avoordance with ATL 200-5, dated 29 Aoril 1952, subject: Unidentirisd 
Flying Objects Reporting (Short Title: FLYOS3RPT), the following report of an 
unidentified flying object isa submitted: 


Oa 10 January 1953, between 1545 hours and 1500 hours, Pst (25452 uad 24002}, 
Colsael eer (Reb) acd lr. Ql of the Yederal Security 
L;¢acy, San Francisco, California, observed an unidentified flying object while 
ei cnt (3) miles northwest of Sonoma, California, from a knoll in the hills north- 
west of the Sonoma Valloy. The obvjoot was sighted at a 45° angle northwast fron 
ta» locaSion of che observers at a vory high altitude, so high that the objact 
vied Compared to the flat head of a pin held two feet from the oye, Spsed wus 
ostinated at four times the speed of a jot alrcraft with accompanying sound clailur 
to the USar F-36 jot aS high altitude, . there was no changes in sound tone or 
volwae during maneuvers. Unusual maneuvers made by the object were; (1) - Taree 
(5) $609 ticht turns to the right, taking 2 to 5 secunds to complete exch turn; 
(2) - Two (2) right angle (90°) turns, first to the right, then to the left; (5) 

- The objeset slowed down to almost a complete stop, then accelerated to high 
soeed again, making this mansuver twice, the object shen rose vertically und 
disagpedred from view, Total tims of observation was ostimaSed to be between 50 
oad 75 seconds. Thers wets no radar contacts with this cbject. No other obser- 
vasions of this objeot are known to have been made. 
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On 15 January 1953 at 1235 hours PsT (19552), conv Colonel LOD 


USal, (Retired), aopeared and was interrogated in the Office of the Director of 
Intelligence, iiwailSon Air Force Dasa, lanilton, California, stating he had | 
observed an unidentified flying object. A tape recording of Gais interrozation | 


vas made and is Torwarded with this report us inclosure jl. Inlornacion cone 


‘i 
taiued therein is as follows: 
Nane and Address of Observers: 
4 Lj Jolonel weer w (fk 13) 
Suvnonm, California 
(2) 
bederal securisy ogsncy 
Sua srancisco, California 
Captala uo. he Johnson, Usa 
Publie Information Olrica 
headquarters }.esbtern ir Defense rvorce 
Hwaillton Air Force Buse, Hamilton, California 
le Doscriostona of Ooject: 
Shape: Unknown dus to high alSitude. 
GOlze: About the size of a pin-head haid @ fast from 
tue OY Fe 
Color: Silvery, possibly due to reflection of sun 


against aircralc-typs covering. 


Speed: Great speed. Ustimated as 4 times the speed 
of a jat aircrafrt. 


Sound: Similar to sound of an /-35 at nigh altituda, 
with no changes in Gone or volume during mane 
JUuvy3srse 


llaneuvers: Ths object made three (5), 550° turns to the 
richt taking 2 to 3 seconds to complete each 
turn. These turns wers mada ast & second ine 
tervals still holding on the same course. [6 
continued on and made an abrupt risht unzie 
(SO°) turn to the rizsht, followed 5 seconds 
Jater with an abrupt Curn to the left whiscn 

OWNER. \DED AT? yns: placed ths object back on its original course, 
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DOD DIR S200 16 AitS, to aluost & Stoo and then accelerated 60 its 
previous speed, making this maneuver twice, 


the objeot then rose vertically and disap- 
peared from view. (The observer stated that 
the object could possibly have bean climbing 
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wiea 1% seemed to slow down to a stop bub chat loa 
guriously doubted it). The 360° turns were said 

to ba voerv Glenat turns, sbout ons-alsthta (1/3th) 

of area redguiresd for jot aircraft, 


Trails or Dxhauat: None observed. 
Jropulsgion system: Jot ravorted,. 
luader of Objects: One (1) 


hanger of Disaopearance:; Object ress vertically and disaspeared from view 
to the northwest, 


Other Pertiaens or The glinting did not chaugse curing the maneuvers, 
Unusual Features: 


oe 
4 Er * siyples erac . ee" 7) 
Local Lime: busaeen 15+5 hrs and Loo) DG, 10 J an So 
eebra Tine: DeSween 25452 and 2400%, 10 Jan 53 
Leneth cf Time Coserved: from GD to 75 seconds by Colonel —_ 
BW saw ODjoot 10 seconds later whan Colonel 
poinsed it cu& to him, crue to the objects 
torri?io speed and hijsh altitude. 
Se Saaaer of Observation: Visual without aids. The 28th Air Division (Defsnas) 


roported no radar contacts with this object during 
the time und date reported. 


4, Location of Ooservers During Sisntings 


Eight (8) miles northwest of Sonoma, California, {rom a knoll in the hills 
norShwess of Sonoma Valley near the crest of Trinity Acad connecsing the Jonoma 
agad Mapa Valleys. The object wus sighted at a 45° angle nortawest of position 
of the observers. Distance of object from observers was undetermined, rlyiagz 
at a very high altitude in a northwest direction. Altitude was deterained to bs 
greater than that normally flown by jot aircralte 


5S. Rollasility of Informations 


Colonel btased ho had a total of owr 1,000 hours flying time and is 
fonillar with various types of alrcraft, However, ho stated thut ir. Hunter's 
basksround dova not indicate much fanlliarity with atirerafs. 

G, \.cather, .«inds and Sic 


Visibility ut dise and Place of 


Cogervers Kevorts The sun was dropoing in the wast. Visibility was good, 
celling was uniimited with sufficient lisns for food odbservatica. 
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Official weathor Rooort = liamilton eather SSacions vgabner im ciuailton 
and Sonoma area: Cloar, visibility 10 miles with winds froa the east at 7 knobs. 


7. Nogabive. 
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10. Location of Air Traffic in Goa oral Area at Timo of Sighting: 


No other air traffic in area at tims of sichting. 
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Sonoma, Califsrnia 10 January 1953 


I. Description of Incident 


At 23),5 3 two civilian sources observed one small flying object moving at a 
groat rate of speed and performing violent maneuvers. The object's sound was 
similar to that of a jot aircraft. The object made three 360° right turns in 
nine seconds then performed abrupt 90° turns first to the right, then to the left. 
The object ttan stopped, accelerated to its former speed, rose vertically and 
disappeared. 


II. Discussion of Incident 
The only known aerial object capable of appearing to go through the described 
maneuvers world be a balloon; however, the timo factors and velocity ostimates 
do not support this conclusion, 
III. Conclusicn 
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